M assachusetts Department of Conservation and Recr eation
Bureau of Fire Control and Forestry
Proposed Timber Harvest Summary
Name: Catamount Hill

Date Posted: July 18, 2007
End of Comment Period: September 1, 2007

Region: Western

Recreation District: Northern

Forest Management District: WCV

State Forest: Catamount

Closest Road: Catamount Hill Road

Town Colrain

Contact Information: Tommy Byron
South Mountain Regional Headquarters
PO Box 1433
Pittsfield, MA 01202
(413) 442 8928 x29

tom.byron@state.ma.us

Stand Description:

This sale will include three stands. Thefirst is a 62 acre beech-birch stand that has a component of
hemlock init. It isamedium saw timber sized stand. The second stand is a 20 acre medium saw
timber sized white pine stand. The third stand is a 37 acre large saw timber sized white pine stand.
All of these stands contain trees from sapling size up to large saw timber.

Aesthetic, Recreation and Wildlife Consider ations:

Aesthetic: Catamount Hill Road at this point isimpassable in the sale area but no slash will be
allowed within 50 feet of it. Thereisatrail in the sale areaand it will have large trees left along it.
It will be apriority to leave plenty of large trees throughout the sale area and not to reduce the basal
area by more then an average of 50%.

Recreation: In the vicinity of the sale area are some caves just outside of the State Forest. Closeto
the caves on state land (in the sale area) are some ledges. This areawill be cut lighter then the rest,
with the primary objective being aesthetics. A sizable uncut buffer will be left to McLeod Pond.

Wildlife: There are several streams in the sale area and these will be flagged and no equipment will
be allowed to cross them except at designated stream crossings. An effort will be madeto retain 1-2
large trees per acre that have large broken limbs or cavitiesin order to serve as wildlife den trees.



Sale L ayout:

Access will be from Catamount Hill Road. The road condition presently is such that it isimpossible
to drive atruck to the sale area. DCR will try to get permission from Cowls Lumber Company to
use one of their old landings on their property that abuts the State Forest. The lot may be restricted
to aforwarder, at least for getting the logs from the woods to this landing. Because of the road
grade, no trucks will be allowed to travel Catamount Hill Road when there is snow on the ground.

Silviculture:
The shelterwood system will be utilized to begin regenerating these stands. No more then 50% of

the basal areawill be removed. The white pine stands will probably regenerate to hardwoods. An
effort will be made to retain the healthiest hemlock trees in the beech-birch stand.

Park Supervisor: Date:
Regional Director: Date:
District Forester: Date:

Attached: Topographic map showing location of Forest Products Sale Area
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